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Layton House circa 1795 
104 South Liberty Street 
Centreville 
Private 

The Layton House is believed to date to circa 
1795. It stands on the north half of Lot No. 17, 
purchased by Richard Tilghman Earle in 1794. The 
1797 tax assessment notes that Earle's lot is 
"improved" and valued at $1466. The 1798 Federal 
Direct Tax includes a description of the same lot, 
improved by a two story brick house 23 feet by 29 
feet, a brick meat house, a garden house and an office 
14 feet by 16 feet. The property remained in Richard 
Tilghman Earle's possession until his death in 1343, 
when he left to his daughter, Susanne Frisby Earle, 
"...my brie*. *..̂ use in Centreville at present occupied 
by John Palmer, and the lot and half acre of ground 
thereto belonging, and the office and other buildings 
and improvements on the said lot..." 

The house has been enlarged and renovated, but 
survives as an important example of the two story 
Federal town houses built in Centreville in the first 
two decades of its development. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Layton House is located on the west 

side of South Liberty Street just south of Water 

Street. It is a large, two story brick house that 

has undergone a number of alterations and additions. 

The original house was similar to a number 

of other early 19th century houses on this section 

of Liberty Street. It was two-and-one-half stories 

high and three bays wide, with a massive pitched 

roof, paired chimneys on the south gable, and a 

side hall-double parlour plan. The house was 

altered considerably circa 1900, however, and a 

fourth bay was added to the north end of the house. 

The pitched roof was replaced with a lower pitch 

hip roof, and the interior plan was altered. In 

the early 20th century a frame wing was added to 

the north end of the rear facade, and in 1940 the 

Laytons added a one-story doctor's office to the 

south gable. 

The original house was 23 feet wide and 28 feet 

deep. The brickwork is laid in Flemish bond on 

a three-course bond foundation with no watertable 

or belt course. The door was located in the north 

bay, with two six-over-six windows to the left of 
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The Layton House is one of a group of houses 

all constructed in Centreville in the early 19th 

century. They share many similar characteristics, 

but most prominent are the two-and-one-half story 

height, three bay facade, and the side hall, 

double parlour plan. The Layton House has been 

extensively altered over the years, but continues 

to display the basic original form, if in a 

somewhat diluted state. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

the door, three six-over-six windows on the second 

floor, and two six-over-six nitched roof dormers 

on the third floor. Small three-light cellar windows 

are located directly below the first floor windows. 

When the house was enlarged, it was extended 

10 feet to the north. The original door was converted 

to a window and a new entrance war placed in the new 

north bay. When the mitched roof was replaced with a 

standing seam tin him roof, the original cornice was 

also removed. The eaves of the him roof are boxed 

in to form a deem soffit, with simole brackets amplied 

against a wide fascia or backboard below the soffit. 

The original north gable of the house is therefore 

completely covered by the addition. The new north 

gable is laid in seven- to eight-course bond. The 

fenestration is identical on both floors, and consists 

of a six-over-six window in the east bay, a smaller 

six-over-six window in the center bay, and a large 

one-over-one window in the west bay. The bracketed 

cornice is carried across the gable. 

The -outh gable remains intact, but most of the 

first floor is covered by the 1940 addition. The 

brickwork is laid in three-course bond, and the 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

paired chimneys rise as straight shafts without 

weathering or corbeling, nrojecting about 9 inches 

from the wall surface. Tall, narrow four-over-four 

windows are located to the left and right of the 

chimneys on each floor, but there are no openings 

between the chimneys. The cornice is also carried 

across this gable, but is somewhat awkward due to the 

projecting chimneys. 

The north end of the rear facade is covered by 

the rear addition, and the exnosed fenestration has 

been altered somewhat. At nresent, there is an exterior 

door in the south bay on the first floor with a large 

one-over-one window to the left of the door. On the 

second floor, there are large one-over-one windows 

directly above these two openings and a six-light 

window in what was the north bay of the original 

house. This appears to have been altered somewhat, 

and may have been a down-set window that lighted the 

original stair. The cornice is similar to the 

front facade, but does not have brackets. There is 

a large 20th century shed roof dormer in the center 

on the third floor. The rear addition does not cover 

the rear wall of the added north bay, and there is a 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 

single one-over-one window on each floor. 

The interior has been extensively altered. 

The original plan was undoubtedly a typical Federal 

side hall, double parlour plan. The stair hall 

followed the north gable wall, -with two parlours 

to the south, each heated by a firemlace centered 

on the south wall. When the house v;as enlarged 

to the north, the old stair hall was eliminated, and 

several walls removed, forming a larger, four-room 

plan. The stair hall was relocated in the northeast 

quadrant of the house, with a door leading into an 

enlarged front marlour to the south. The rear parlour 

has remained intact, while the original exterior gable 

wall on the north side of the old stair hall was 

removed, allowing for a large dining room in the 

northwest ruadrant. The original exterior door at. 

the west end of the stair hall now provides access 

to the rear kitchen wing. 

Little if any original trim remains. The front 

parlour fireplace remains omen but the mantels are 

gone from both parlours. Some early window trim 

has survived, however, consisting of simnle Greek 

Revival architraves and hoods and banded fascia 
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7.4 DESCRIPTION 

boards below the sills. It is uncertain if this is 

original, as the overall forn and plan of the house is 

more typical of the first auarter of the 19th century. 

The stair and all of the second floor trim is 

typical of the late Victorian period. The stair 

in the northeast room has an open-string carriage 

with a heavy snuare newel decorated with inset 

panels and a turned ton. The balusters are turned, and 

the lower edge of the carriage piece is molded. The 

stair ends are nlain except for a flat band of trim 

that outlines the treads and risers. 

The second floor plan has also been altered, with 

the stair rising to a center hall, with the original 

chambers to the south still intact, and two additional 

chambers on the north side of the hall. The west end 

of the hall has been partitioned to form a bathroom. 

The third floor is unfinished, and dates entirely to 

the circa 1900 renovation. 

There is a full cellar below the original portion 

of the house. It is divided longitudinally into two 

rooms by a brick partition wall. The chimney base 

in the front room has a recessed relieving arch. The 

base in the rear has been covered up, but evidently 
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7.5 DESCRIPTION 

served as a kitchen fireplace. 

The pit-sawn joists in the front room are exposed, 

but were at one time concealed by a plaster ceiling 

secured with machine nails. The ceiling in the rear 

room is nlastered with machine lathing secured with 

wire nails. The original bulkhead entrance is 

located in the center of the rear wall, and still 

provides access via an interior stair in the rear 

kitchen addition. 
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